b moyen age ror women a ove the Loire.! The political and legal lives of secular medieval women in the Midi, on the other hand, remain largely unstudied. This is particularly true for the period after the Albigensian Crusade in the thirteenth century, when many scholars consider that a "golden age" for southern women came to an end.2 With the defeat of the Occitan nobility, troubadour poetry disappeared, and following the reinvigoration of Roman law consequent on the Capetian's take-over, women's legal status is thought to have declined sharply.J This neglect of women in later medieval Languedoc ought to be rectified. The putative decline and fall of southern women in the later Middle Ages has never been demonstrated except in the domain of normative prescription, whose actual effect must be rather measured with reference to documents of practice (e.g. judicial, notarial, and other quotidian sources). Moreover, even should it turn out to be true that women exercised substantially less agency in this period than they had had previously, there are still important questions familiar to any scholar of oppressed groups The fonds d'Armagnac possesses these types of documents in great number. The inventories sIgnal seventy marriage contracts over the course of the twelfth to fifteenth centuries. In reality, this is far fewer than the number actually extant since, as noted, the old-fashioned inventories do not offer complete analyses of the items inventoried. Many of these contracts relate to the great women of the land, but there are also contracts for women from the lower aristocraC)) and at least seventeen contracts tor common-born women's marriages. These contracts outline provisions for dowry and in some cases also detail dower, as well as providing instructions for the disposal of this property after each of the sp-ouse's death.U Almost all of the marriage contracts for the countesses and daughters of Armagnac appear to be preserved, as do most of those tor the ladies of the barony IsleJourdain, inviting a study of the development of fate medieval marriage settlements among the southwestern nobility.I4
More broadly, a survey of the marriage contracts from the notarial records of the fonds d'Armagnac may be able to provide a fuller understanding of the economic and legal reality of late medieval southern women of all property holding classes, and its relation to the relatively well understood situation of die Languedocian family.IS In this line, we may also note some examples of litigation related to dowry and dower property in the fonds d'Armagnac. On example is Jeanne Cote's suit against her husband for reimbursement of 100 livres tournois of her dowry on the grounds that he had impoverished them.l'' In addition, the hundreds of wills in this fonds may make it possible to trace the relationship between marriage settlements and the hereditary status of married women with regard to their natal family's property. This is an area where comparison with French northern women would probably prove fruitful, since it has been s1.!ggested that the deleterious effect of dowry and patrilineal primogeniture on the status of women north of the Loire has been overstated.l?
Further elucidating questions of women and property in the South are the testaments of women themselves. The inventories note twenty-five female will~half of which are those ot common-born women, and many more female testaments probably survive but went unnoted. Here one can gain a sense of the extent to which women held and controlled property. In addition, legacies bequeathed to survivors and to religiOus or charitable institutions offer insight into late medieval Languedocian women's social networks and their affective and spiritual lives. The latter is especially interesting given the peculiar tendency of southern religious women, prior to the Albigensian period, to live as vowesses in their own homes or under the protection of a bishop, rather than in convents, and women's oft-sup-posed prominence within die Cathar heresy. IS However, it can be difficult to discern the extent to which female wills expressed the testator's autonomous desires rather than the compelling (but now invisible) demands of her family and husband. One study 25 that compared the testaments of Anglo-Saxon women to that of their father found female autonomy illusory; the women seem to have been following a previously elaborated program.l?
Curiously, the information g,leaned from wills about women s giving patterns and spiritual commitments may be the principle material offered by the [onds d'Armagnac for patronage sensu stricto.
There seems to be little record of literary, musical or artistic patronage among the women of even the most exalted courtly rank. 'This is especially IntngulnK considering that for the early Iifteenth century, the Countess of Armagnac was Bonne de Berry, daughter of the Duke of Berry, the greatest patron of fourteenth-century France, who had himself once married an Armagnac woman. 20 However, if we move beyond the concept of patronage to consider the experience of material culture in broad terms, then the fonds d'Armagnac has much to offer. In particular, attention should be paid to the extant household accounts from the cornital households and those of their allied lines. As an example, the accounts of the vicecounty of Fezensaguet, a cadet branch of Armagnac, have survived for the years 1365-72. 21 Although their existence was ighlignted over a centUly. ago In an attempt to arrange their publication, they have received no recent attention. 22 These registers offer a relatively full picture of the material !tfe of the vicecomital women, including 
